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last thirty years toward philanthropic work. In 
addition to her work with over 50 nonprofits 
such as Garvan Woodland Gardens, The Ar-
kansas Rice Depot, and the Hot Springs Doc-
umentary Film Festival, she spends much her 
time on children and teenagers with organiza-
tions like Youth Ranches, THEA Foundation, 
and multiple other educational programs. 

Morris also co-founded the Hot Springs Giv-
ing Circle with Don Munro, a fellow Hot 
Springs citizen, with the effort of dispersing 
funds to numerous local organizations. She 
additionally started the Morris Foundation with 
her late husband, Walter. 

Her induction into the Arkansas Women’s 
Hall of Fame speaks to her incredible influ-
ence on the people of our state. I take this 
time to congratulate her on this high honor 
and thank her for her lifetime of service to the 
place we both call home. 
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REMEMBERING DR. THOMAS F. 
FREEMAN: EDUCATOR, SCHOLAR, 
AND LEGENDARY COACH AND 
TEACHER OF THE ART OF DE-
BATE 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 24, 2020 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Madam Speaker, I rise 
to pay tribute to Dr. Thomas F. Freeman, who 
for more than 60 years has been a professor 
of philosophy at Texas Southern University, 
which is located in my congressional district. 

Dr. Freeman died last week, on Saturday, 
June 6, 2020, in Houston, Texas at the age of 
100 years old but forever young. 

In addition to being an educator and scholar 
of the first rank, Dr. Freeman was world re-
nowned as the legendary coach and teacher 
of the art of forensic debate and who helped 
shape the lives of countless young people 
who were his students, including the Rev. Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. and the late Congress-
woman Barbara Jordan, who once held the 
seat I now hold. 

Dr. Freeman’s tools were the spoken word. 
His canvas was the minds of the brilliant and 
talented young African Americans seeking a 
higher education. 

A prodigy himself, Dr. Freeman graduated 
from Virginia Union University at the age of 18 
and went on to become a professor at Virginia 
Union University before his 30th birthday. 

He would later receive degrees from Ando-
ver Newton Theological School; Harvard Uni-
versity; Chicago Divinity School; the University 
of Vienna in Austria, and the University of Li-
beria in Africa. 

In 1949, Dr. Freeman was among a group 
of accomplished academics of color hired by 
Texas Southern University (TSU). 

That same year he held a debate in his 
TSU logic class using his own undergraduate 
experience as a guide. 

Debate is defined as a contention by words 
or arguments; or as a formal discussion of a 
motion before a deliberative body according to 
the rules of parliamentary procedure; or a reg-
ulated discussion of a proposition between two 
matched sides. 

But to Dr. Freeman, it was much more than 
a contest; it was a way of life. 

Dr. Freeman understood, as did Socrates 
when he said to Glaucon in Book X of the Re-

public that ‘‘the contest is great my dear 
Glaucon, greater than it seems—this contest 
that concerns becoming good or bad.’’ 

Dr. Freeman’s success was informed by his 
passionate belief that strong debate skills 
translated into a range of life skills that would 
serve students well in their personal lives and 
professional careers. 

Dr. Freeman’s academic roots in moral phi-
losophy and theology came through in his in-
struction of his debate team students. 

Through the art of debate, Dr. Freeman 
taught what the ancient Greeks called areté, 
which is defined as an ‘‘activity of the soul in 
accord with virtue in a complete life.’’ 

As Aristotle explains in the Nicomachean 
Ethics, happiness comes from exercising the 
full range of one’s vital powers directed toward 
excellence. 

Virtue and excellence and happiness is 
what Dr. Freeman taught his students and that 
is why he and they were special. 

In 1949, the Texas Southern University stu-
dents who participated in Dr. Freeman’s de-
bate class were so impressed with their expe-
rience that they requested that Dr. Freeman 
form and coach a team. 

Dr. Freeman agreed and founded the Texas 
Southern University debate program which 
today is world renowned for its skill and for the 
number of championships won. 

Dr. Freeman was internationally known for 
his debate coaching prowess and for the 
prominent Americans who studied under his 
tutelage. 

As noted, among them were the late Con-
gresswoman Barbara Jordan and the Rev. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. 

The debating skills that young Barbara Jor-
dan developed under Dr. Freeman’s tutelage 
were so formidable that she became the first 
female to travel with the TSU debate team. 

She and her debate partner Otis King par-
ticipated in and won many awards, including 
the championship at Baylor University, the first 
integrated debate match held in the South. 

Barbara Jordan went on to become a Texas 
State Senator and the first Texas African 
American woman elected to the House of 
Representatives from my state. 

She characterized her experience of learn-
ing under his tutelage as having shaped her 
view of the importance of mastering the skills 
of debate. 

Congresswoman Jordan and Dr. Freeman 
remained close and upon her death he gave 
the eulogy at her funeral. 

Dr. Freeman’s skill as a debate coach came 
to the attention of Denzel Washington when 
he sought a model for the role of a debate 
coach for his role in the critically acclaimed 
film ‘‘The Great Debaters,’’ based on life of 
Melvin B. Tolson, who formed the Wiley Col-
lege debate team. The Wiley College debate 
team defeated the University of Southern Cali-
fornia (USC) debate team for the 1935 na-
tional championship. 

One of the students in Dr. Freeman’s class 
during his tenure as a visiting lecturer at More-
house University was a young Martin Luther 
King, Jr. 

Dr. Freeman had such an influential effect 
on him that years later while he and a group 
of students happened to be in the same res-
taurant he was surprised when Dr. King ap-
proached his table to say hello and reminded 
him that he had been a student in his More-
house class and shared with the students how 
much that experience shaped his life. 

Dr. Freeman’s contributions to the Texas 
Southern University Community included serv-
ing as Founding Dean of both the Weekend 
College and the Honors College. 

Dr. Freeman worked with then TSU Presi-
dent Granville M. Sawyer to develop the pro-
gram and serve as its dean. 

The Honors College, renamed in his honor 
as the Thomas F. Freeman Honors College, 
was developed for academically gifted and 
motivated students to provide them with the 
most rigorous and challenging academic regi-
men. 

In 1972, Dr. Freeman was asked by Rice 
University to join its faculty after it had deseg-
regated. 

Dr. Freeman began a 23-year career asso-
ciation with Rice University. As near as any-
one recalls, he was the first African American 
professor to teach at this prestigious university 
before returning to TSU where he resumed 
teaching and leading the TSU debate team to 
countless victories. 

The life of Dr. Thomas F. Freeman reminds 
us all of the impact a great teacher can have 
in changing the world for the better through 
his or her students. 

Too often a teaching career is viewed by 
too many as an option taken by those who 
cannot excel elsewhere. 

But those of us who know better know that 
it is the great teacher that makes it possible 
for us to succeed anywhere and in any pur-
suit. 

Dr. Freeman was such a teacher. 
But as he lived a full and complete life root-

ed in excellence, virtue, and service, he also 
was a minister of the gospel, community lead-
er, husband, father, mentor, and a friend to 
thousands. 

It can truly be said of Dr. Freeman that his 
has been a consequential life. 

That is why Dr. Freeman is legendary and 
why in memory of this great man that I ask the 
House to observe a moment of silence as a 
tribute to Dr. Freeman’s service to Texas 
Southern University, to America, and to hu-
manity. 

f 

RECOGNIZING MS. BAILEY 
DOWLING 

HON. JOHN SHIMKUS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 24, 2020 

Mr. SHIMKUS. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to congratulate Ms. Bailey Dowling of St. Jo-
seph-Ogden High School, who was named the 
2019–20 Gatorade Illinois Softball Player of 
the Year. 

The award, which recognizes not only out-
standing athletic excellence, but also high 
standards of academic achievement and ex-
emplary character demonstrated on and off 
the field, distinguishes Bailey as Illinois’s best 
high school softball player. Now a finalist for 
the prestigious Gatorade National Softball 
Player of the Year award to be announced in 
June, Bailey joins an elite alumni association 
of state award-winners in 12 sports. 

Ms. Dowling, who won the prestigious 
award in 2018–19, was one of only two high- 
school athletes on the 2019 USA Softball Jun-
ior Women’s National Team that won the U19 
World Championships last August. In addition 
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to her superior achievements on the field, Bai-
ley is an incredibly hard worker off the field, 
volunteering locally as a youth mentor and 
softball coach while simultaneously maintain-
ing a 3.33 GPA in her high school classroom. 
Bailey has signed a national letter of intent to 
play softball on scholarship at the University of 
Alabama this fall. 

Madam Speaker, I congratulate Bailey on 
her achievement and wish her continued suc-
cess in both her athletic and academic ca-
reers. 

f 

COMMENDING FOURTH DISTRICT 
STUDENTS FOR UNITED STATES 
SERVICE ACADEMY APPOINT-
MENTS 

HON. BRUCE WESTERMAN 
OF ARKANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 24, 2020 

Mr. WESTERMAN. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor four exceptional students of Ar-
kansas’ Fourth Congressional District. These 
four young men recently accepted appoint-
ments into United States Service Academies, 
bringing their home district extreme pride in 
their academic excellence, their desire to 
serve, and their commitment to patriotism. 

I take this time to congratulate Cannon Tur-
ner of Arkadelphia on his appointment to the 
United States Air Force Academy, Jacob 
Tankersley of Pearcy and Daniel Woolsey of 
Ozark on their appointments to the United 
States Military Academy, and Samuel Tabler 
of Hot Springs Village on his appointment to 
the United States Naval Academy Preparatory 
School. These young Americans embody 
qualities of academic excellence and service 
above self which are necessary for such ap-
pointments. 

These four young men are a tremendous 
source of pride not just for their hometowns, 
but for the entire Fourth Congressional Dis-
trict. Their commitment to excellence is to be 
commended, but it is their love of country, 
their defense of liberty, and their pursuit of a 
freer America that truly sets them apart from 
all others. 

I take this time to honor them for their suc-
cesses, to encourage them on this new pur-
suit, and to thank them for their example to 
the rest of the country of what a patriot truly 
is. 

f 

HONORING JIM YOUNG 

HON. H. MORGAN GRIFFITH 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 24, 2020 

Mr. GRIFFITH. Madam Speaker, I submit 
these remarks in honor of James Marion 
Young of Salem, Virginia, who passed away 
on June 12, 2020 at the age of 89. Jim de-
voted his time and attention to serving the 
people of his hometown through an impressive 
array of community and philanthropic organi-
zations. 

Jim was born on November 15, 1930. He 
was educated at Andrew Lewis High School in 
Salem, where he lettered in football and base-
ball, and at the University of Virginia, where 

he earned undergraduate and law degrees. 
He served in the U.S. Army during the Korean 
War and remained in the Army Reserves for 
22 years, eventually attaining the rank of lieu-
tenant colonel. 

Jim’s profession was the law. He practiced 
for years in Roanoke at Dodson Pence Viar 
Young & Woodrum as a partner and then in 
Salem on his own. But he was also occupied 
with making Salem a better place and improv-
ing the lives of its citizens. Among the organi-
zations he led were the Salem Jaycees, 
Salem Kiwanis, Salem-Roanoke County Bar 
Association, Salem High School PTA, Roa-
noke County Council of PTAs, Salem-Roa-
noke County Chamber of Commerce, and Ro-
anoke Valley Economic Development Partner-
ship. He chaired the Salem Electoral Board for 
15 years and served on the Roanoke College 
Planned Giving Board. At his church, Salem 
Presbyterian, to which he belonged for more 
than 70 years, he served as deacon, elder, 
trustee, and Sunday School teacher. 

The Boy Scouts of America had a special 
place in his heart. He took pride in the 
achievement of Eagle Scout rank by two of his 
grandsons. The organization benefited from 
his volunteerism over a span of more than fifty 
years. He was president of the Blue Ridge 
Mountains Council and provided it with his 
services as an attorney for free. 

Many organizations and causes in Salem 
and the greater Roanoke region were served 
well by Jim, and they honored him in return. 
He was recognized by the Jaycees with the 
Distinguished Service Award, by the Boy 
Scouts with the Silver Beaver Award, and the 
Economic Development Partnership by being 
named Citizen of the Year. He was also in-
ducted into the Salem High Alumni Hall of 
Fame. 

Beside his many charitable pursuits, Jim en-
joyed playing tennis and proved his skill on 
the court as a three-year Virginia United 
States Tennis Association doubles champion 
in the 75- to 80-year-old division and a two- 
year champion in the 80-plus age group. 

I had the opportunity to know Jim person-
ally, including from our mutual service on the 
board of the Blue Ridge Mountains Council. 
He invested a lot of time in his own daughters 
and the children of the community. 

Jim’s family was important to him. He was 
predeceased by one of his daughters, Cathy 
Harman. He is survived by his wife of 63 
years, Barbara, his daughters Debbie Harris, 
Becky Garrison, and Cindy Courtright and 
their husbands as well as Cathy’s husband, 
and eight grandchildren. I offer my condo-
lences to them on their loss. Many in the Roa-
noke Valley had their lives improved by Jim’s 
tireless and selfless service. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE LIFE AND 
SERVICE OF GEORGE WASH-
INGTON BIGGS 

HON. RUBEN GALLEGO 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 24, 2020 

Mr. GALLEGO. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to celebrate the 95th birthday of George 
Washington Biggs, and recognize his service 
as a veteran of Army Air Corps and Air Force. 
As a Tuskegee Airman and recipient of the 

Congressional Gold Medal, he is an exem-
plary American and Arizonan to whom we all 
owe a debt of gratitude. 

A native of Nogales, Arizona, Mr. Biggs 
joined the Army Air Corps in 1943 and trained 
at the Tuskegee Institute, the all-black flight 
training school in Alabama. He was one of two 
Arizonans to graduate from the program. After 
training during World War II, Mr. Biggs re-en-
listed in the Army Air Corps as a non-commis-
sioned officer and subsequently received di-
rect commission as an officer in the newly 
formed United States Air Force. He went on to 
achieve the rank of major and flew B–47 and 
B–52 bombers in the Korean and Vietnam 
wars. Throughout his service, Mr. Biggs 
earned three Distinguished Flying Crosses, 7 
Air Medals, and multiple bronze stars for a 
total of over thirty military citations and com-
mendations. 

Since retiring from the military, Mr. Biggs 
has lived and worked in Nogales for the U.S. 
Customs Service. He has raised a family and 
since retired. In 2007, Mr. Biggs and other 
Tuskegee airmen received the Congressional 
Gold Medal, the highest civilian recognition 
awarded by Congress, for the group’s ‘‘unique 
military record that inspired revolutionary re-
form in the Armed Forces.’’ 

I believe that Mr. Biggs’ character and ac-
tions truly embody what it means to serve 
one’s country. Not only did he fly in multiple 
wars, he rose above expectation and obliga-
tion as a Navigator and an officer. In addition 
to his time in the Army Air Corps and Air 
Force, his integrity, modesty, and principled 
character are values that we can all learn from 
and should strive to emulate. 

I would like to express my personal appre-
ciation for the service of George Washington 
Biggs, and my hopes that he has a happy 
95th birthday. 

f 

CONGRATULATING SADAGICOUS 
OWENS ON HER SELECTION AS A 
2020 COMPETITIVENESS SCHOLAR 

HON. BRUCE WESTERMAN 
OF ARKANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 24, 2020 

Mr. WESTERMAN. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate Sadagicous Owens on 
her selection as one of only 44 students na-
tionwide to the White House Initiative for His-
torically Black Colleges and Universities 
(HBCUs) 2020 Competitiveness Scholars Pro-
gram. Ms. Owens, a student at the University 
of Arkansas at Pine Bluff (UAPB), joins a com-
munity of scholars representing 33 HBCUs in 
the country. 

According to the White House, students are 
nominated by their institution’s president and 
chosen based on their academic excellence, 
their professional acumen, their leadership ex-
perience and potential, civic involvement, and 
entrepreneurial spirit. 

Due to COVID–19, this year’s scholars will 
not be able to attend the annual meeting in 
Washington, D.C., but they will instead be par-
ticipating in virtual events throughout the year. 
These seminars and activities will focus on 
creating a platform in which the scholars can 
communicate and share ideas about profes-
sional pathways, government resources, and 
best practices on careers and professionalism. 
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